£5, * 34 4-4 ; r 5 — nth, > > demi 
Nw u . Wr 5 
' . ee * 


ee mw writs: e 


1 
W 


- 


12 1 


* 


8 3 Y T4 Fs ” 


we 


nces/fe 3922 1 Hes N ! tom 4 


4 


1 


7 * * ms” * 5 1 ? 
+ | . : TR, u £08 rr 


n „nee , 
p, 55 ** 


N 


a St eee ee wb! n n r NR OY 
8 * 2%" i 4 \ N * ., 


. 3 13 l * 1 PRA. ks 
1 * A $8, 3. « , 1125 Wo Ty 3. ay Wee P32 08:8 < a 1 
We þ | WAG | i pl x; + N , , EN wt 4 V d i ON. e 
7 — : "I 2 4 * ” 46 % : 4 : C28 a * C * 
* 14 * * | * e . N r L 1 4 + 93 
a / 17 N. 1 SS 77 * 5 * 9 A i enen 
i , N a 4 Cahn e . e Fan ee e IE RET ne I enen 
, E 4 : 
, 93 d 1 0 N 
+ 
8 i e * 
* 4 d , \ 8 1 
N | 3 4 
1 , : 4 * » « N : " * „ Ws +59 
* w "> * > « 0 e 7 
} 2 $4 ; PEW 
f „ ” * a» vol N * } . * 1 1 * F of * « * : Gy Y Fs. 1 
280 . 4 % \ 
"7 ts ok 
| : . 


ol 


— 


> £ - 
of 6 
8 Ben 
. 
. 
3 
* 
u# 
* 
— 
> 
* 
% 
= 
[4 . 
- I 
— * 
* 7 
* 
2 
\ 
4-4 
* 
5 
ft 
Aa 
4 
* 
* 
0 
- 
* 


5 
* 


0 ; 

4 . C A F 
A » Kh" N One Y "as LY TIL — ww; KY TH * * \ 1 0 ＋ 7 4 — 2 11 Ie . N . Wes 7 1 i ren IN | 
>» \ i 4 N 1 x 1 1 y 


24 


; Ng , ee e K 
j 1 L ts We * 5 Wie „ rene A TS, NU e ee 


*% 7 U 
. 0 
, * : + 
p 
> a N 
. ; . i 
* 3 * 
IT * 1 * 
. , 2 LED. 
[ a F 
* 7 A 
4 * 1 
* = 5 
» - , 4 
5 * 
4 a+, 
* e * wy 
” v e 


1 ON] ' 
4 * 1 4 


= — 
© 


= 
- 
2 


— 


* 
* 


—— — 


F * 


* 
* — 
4 
o 
WP 
3 


* * 1 * 
* N A F , ; ! : 3 
= » 3 e 
P 1 2 CG 0 x * d 5 * - 
h 5 4 * - | 7 2 [4 £ oO, \ $, 0M , * 
by LE 25 þ b ” : * Hf * 25 
N ; 8 * | 87 8 _y 5 P WY 4 
5 0 | * 99 v e N 
! „ 7 5 — 4 * x *4 
* ' * i 77 * A i" 5 : 5 1 795 's 
Fr 1 1 6 SH 2 y Tbs ef, of 
v1 F g 5 i N 
Þ bs 1 
0 : 4 i 5 
Q - Bib n # 3 
, " 78 
1 . + * : 4 
i F 9 „ ö Bucs 
4 þ , 2 + 
= 45 : 1 
vs 2 - a 5 „ 
N * e * cog % o 70 0 * ng Vw hey A 7's. Ow * * * 918 . J 1 * 
| * 8 5 1 FORTE. 
* 4 ” : 5 = Y v9 5 o 8 » * 10 IF * 
4 * ; N 1 


3 
— 
=y 
4 
* 
1 
* 
* 
£ 
x 
* 
- 
D 
>= 
T7 
4 
> 
3, 
+ 


1 
PY 
2 
. 
5 


— 
a Woof 


— 


a ih Q F . OE OT „r : 
. * af "ks, j - 2 
; * g | ' 1 * 8 N , \ F N 
* 4 % $- - d * n N * 
70 & v * ; „ K Yo . * 
3 * 


katy * ana 4 4.44% * 2 is * N nnn * « wa ws} T" g *. 2 
3 * — TRI 41 | | » nen 272 ya * gem 7 * Ker Ne — ee e 6 
5 * 5 2 , bY — 4 , »< 7 1 


5 % NR ! s 
. : ", 4 F » + av * Av ö 0 
ö 5 - 1 oo Rs $6} + e 5 1 . . 
; eee eee . 4 


1 
- 3 x 


n 


. eee Ot ng) 
9 . ry = 


** 


1 n . | $ N ? e - 


; EL | „ J * s + 
* 1 1 1 es pu NI heh — 77 - g 
u: nere r * 5 ee ee e e er 7: 7 * Wy N Nr » 95.8 Fa het maroon: r * "th . 0 os 


 %% - . k 4 : 
* . os F — 5 . ba Th + y - 
N + i C% 
5 8 , * 
0 M * . « * N \ N 
* P 2 
. 4 £ 


Honoured FR IENDS 


* 


* 


155 908 ReluBlanie I bad Si Pu . 
e 7% Diſcourſe, oy, at laſt beg 8 
Over ruled by your Reſiſtleſs Importunity,;. 1” 
- a2 could not be A Loſs e it e 8 
3 n to of Dead, and the | Ft 
- nity I hereby bave of expyeſſing Grat 
. Senſe of thoſe many Ge fy bay You 
bave delighted to beſtow upon me, are the 

al Reaſons that I could not think of Dedicatimg i it 
to any others but Younſelves': And may your Peruſal of it be of Advan- 

tage to your Faith, and a Help to your _— 

T he admitting me te 4 Sight of thoſe Two large Volumes of Erperien+ | 
ces your Brother left behind him, ( wherein the Picture of a Soul coming 

into the new World of Grace by Converſion,: aid travelling towards a- 
nolher Warld,; and qualbing with God thro' this by a Courſe of Sanfi- 

ation, is Anuttm e the. Life) bas been the Occaſion of os Bus. 
at the End the Relation of bis . and bis nces for 
A 2 Heaven; 
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Heaven; in Hopes not only of being uſeful to zhoſe who aver are well 
diſpoſed, but of awakening profitable goa: | in alert; « Cl any 5 | 


be win CODY of Pulling ie Whole. 


The Deatif this Te vluate Porno for uber tieSER 1108 
3 [4 great and general Loſs to the Church of God ; 
( avbich 3s a Light in which" 7 regard fuck Kind of B Pwr 45 
theſe.) But as =o ves of N in every Tryal whatſoever, 
are never to be diſputed, and are influenced by too much Wiſdom, and by 
#00 kind a Conſideration, for his ſuffering People to admit repining; 
Jo it avould be a great Defect in our Piety, to imagine that ſuch a ne- 
gative Obellience is all on ſueh Occaſions . #5: No, certain- 
ly, we who are immediately touched by the Hand of God in this 475 
Pickion, ought to make the beſt Improvement of it cue can. 

In this Caſe then it is our Duty to comfort ourſelves in the everlaſt- 
ing Covenant, in which is all our Salvation, and. all our Deſtre; to 
truſt in God for the healing of that fore Breach, which be has halls a- 
mong us; to imitate the Praiſe-worthy" © ualities of the Dead; and 


to cultivate an Acquaintanee Above, ſo much the more, as our Camverſes 


ewith this World ave rendered leſs pleaſing and leſs- profitable, whey 
ſuch dear Companions of our Pilgrimage are taken out of it. 

I heartily fimpatiis d «vith | you under that additional Weight” f 
Domeſtick Sprrow, <ehich came upon you before yon could cell be ſut- 
rs d to have Time enough to vecollet ſufficient Strength ( after 7 
preceding Blows ) to ſuſtain it. 

And fince that, Sir, your Friends have had painful A benſions of 
loſing you. But we have re joic d to ſee the Danger, in ſome Meaſure, | 
blowing acvay from à tender Yoke-Fellow, and from your Brethren. J 
pray God there may be no more Returns of Clouds after the Rain: and 
do hope that your Life, if preſers'd, will ( and I Btw it is 3 Re- 


Solution, as far as God enables you, that it ſhall) be 57 uſeful. And 
inſp 


truly, ly that Time wwe have computed, with the inſpired Wi ſeman, 
the Vanity and the Vexations æubich attend. the Satisfattions of this 
World, it exill be evident, that there are no other ſubſtantial- Reaſons 
for deſtring to continue in it, but to glorify Gad, ſerve our Fellow Crea- 
tures, and to lay up a good Foundation againſt the Time to come; to 
75 Bleſſed Fur roſe; that you may both live, and La Tongs” 4s the 
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Bui Gol wil ah bas my Soul Gl the Power 
0 * Grave; ; for He ſhall receive me.” 


9 5 awful 1 has eds ef} 
the Choice which I have made of. this 
Text, to be the Siibje& of my preſent 
Diſcourſe : A "ig Sermon for a ftn- 

. gle Perſon, happens req: uently; but it 
is aa unuſual and ſtartling Diſpenſa- 
tion, when both Husband and Wife 

* Þ- {ball die in the Midſt of their Years, 

EE and. within a few. Days of one ano. 1 
ther: And this is the Trial, which not ouly the Kindred i 
of the Deceas d, but the Society are now .exercis'd with. 

Cuſtom does therefore oblige me, Taftice alſo, aud Friendſhip. 

"OR me, to do yer will aggravate our * and renew 
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and for 2 ks, we injure Per- 
ſons of diſtinguiſh'd Merit, when (allowing no Exceptions to 
a general Rule) we ſay but little of them. 

Our Brother; whom we lament over this Day, was a Per- 
for whom the Almightyf rouge 3 Natural * 5 
were hery * and wih a ca e ic 
anne, wor 8 'Þyo ' ppon z rer Inſpekti 

find within, from ant thro ps 
quiſitive Gouda, he oak N. to fill that very extenſive Ca- 
pacity with great Numbers of Ideac and HiffuGve Knowledge: 
And as a hay an of this Diligence, he was a Man of 
ſingular Underſtandi Things both Human and Divine; 
and able to Diſcourſe wiſely of both, to the Satisfaction and 
Advantage of thoſe wh .convers'd with him: But his Soul 
was moſt delighted in the Scriptures, and in the Matters of 
Religion, and another World. 
lis other Talents hore Proportion to his ' Senſe: ud ag he 
had a fine ion in Cofiverſation. with Men, ſo he had 
an incomparable Gift in Prayer to God; as not only they 
who have been in his Family, but the Church are Witneſſes : 
With what pertinent and bandſome Language, with 2 
Variety. of Scriprure 15 hid and Words won'd he expa- 
tiate ii 2 Confefhön of 8 of Sin, in e nN plication 182 in 
Adoration of all the Wonders of Grace! TG Meme oo of this 
Branch of his Worth, will 'abide with us whilſt we live. 

His Graces ſeem'd to be pro oportionable to bis Gifts, as thoſe 
did to his Parts; ſo that if we regard him in all this Light, it 
would be un juſt not to on him to be an Extraordinary Man ; 
to the Honour of God's Grace, which made him ſo. . 

The Foundation of all that God was pleaſed to make mich x 
to be in Religion, and to us (of this Society; was laid in a 
Work of Regeneration vgs in his Heart; as remarkable, 

I ſuppoſe, as moſt Men ever had, It waz, I think, about 30 
Years ago, when God's merciful Hand gue d him as a Brand 
out of the Fire," as that excellently holy Man, your long 
255 deceas d Paſtor, uſed to cones himſelf about him. It 
was then, that after Nenne under the Terrors of the Lord, 


* 


and a faſtned ConviQtion of his Sinfulneſs and Miſery by Na- 
ture, it pleaſed God to reveal his Son in ha and to call 8 
vl 1 


* 


* 


4 * = 
* e 


his Grace, aln 25 without the Uſe. #; rag and hs a Fa- 
mily ich — not 7 5 FN to contribute much Aſſiſtance or 
Inſtruction towards it: Pan: 455 Light was ſet up in 
his Mind, Nun by the $ piric 0 and hy reading the 
Holy Scriptures, and other Books, concerning the enn. of - 
Free Grace, and. 77 . that of Juſtification b y the impu- 
ted Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, which never cou d be ex- 
tinguiſh'd after ward; "= was the. Guide of his Soul, and 
the Joy of his Heart, and the Fonndation of his Experience | 
throughout his Pilg grmage. And about that-Time, the Pro- 
vidence of God having relied him (ho had been brought 
in the Eftabliſhd Church) to the Miniſtry of the 2 
Mc. Finch ; 75 Keule under it, tor! its-peculiar Fitnels to the Spi- 
ritual Taſte, and Reliſh, which he had receiv'd. But though 
his Approbation of the Spirit, Doctrine, and Gifts of that 
Good Man, N. at firſt, the Reaſon of his joining himſelf 
to an Aſſem bl 7 of pile he afterward was able to pro- 
duce more and greater Reaſons for his Conduct, and for that 
Attachment to the Way; which was ſo firm, that in all Pro- 
7 „ in a Day of Perſecution, he ven d have ſuffer d 
ol Mor 
His Entrance into Church Fellowſhip was a bappy Occur- | 
rence for this Society ; ; Providence having intended him for a 
ſtrenuous Aſſerter of its Liberties, and a great Support of it 
in its Troubles; and furniſh'd him for eminent Service, in 
critital Conjunctures, with proportionable Abilities :, Aud 
ſure it is to his Honour, that in Diſputes which have bap- 
en'd, he has ſtill been found with thoſe. who ſupported = 
8 4 and not with thoſe who diſtreſſed him: And ſo ſurely 
- every Member ought to be diſpos d, without 8 ch Engage- 
ment of Conſcience to the contrary : 
As to bis Converſation fince his coming among us ** he had 
nad no Faults, be muſt not have been a Man: But t ie Beauties 
of his Life, Im ſure, incomparably out-did its Blemiſhes, f 
His e in all his Dealings with Men as very exact, at i 
to be depended on. His Friendſhips and Affections were du- i 
rable; and many Waters were nota le to quench them. And 
how large a Portion of his Time he uſed to ſpend in Re- 
tirement, thoſe who were about him can relate. And I have 
Reaſon to believe, that in thoſe Holy Privacies, he enJojed 
ſweet Communion with God. 
lt were eaſy alſo to ſhew how vſefal he has 1 not only 
in the Society he belong d to, but in his Family. And 1 
ſuppoſe, a Near Relation now Worſhipping with us, and a 
W Member among us, doth Judge, 22 he fhall . 15 
„e 
$34 $08 a. 
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8 A Funeral Sermon. 
have Reaſon to honour his Memory, for the great Pains he 
took to bring Home his Soul to Jefas Chrift, and to praiſe 
God for the Succeſs which crown'd them at laſt. 
They are great Things which he has done for his nume- 
rous Relations: The large Emanation of his Charity in that 
Channel, muſt be ſuppos d to reftrain its Communications to 
| others: And yet, 'T'm well aſſur d, that in a private and clan- 
deſtine Way, it was a great deal of Good that was done by 
himſelf, and the dear Companion of his Life, among the Poor. 
And this leads me to pay my Tribute to her Memory too. 
It was the Happineſs of our Friend and Brother departed, 
| to have ſucceſſively enjoy'd Two very ſuitable Wives. Ma- 
| 1» ny Years ago, we were call'd to mourn the Loſs of the firlt ; 
1 but now, of the laſt; whoſe near Relation to the Reverend 
Mr. Stackhonſe, was not the only Reaſon of that Eſteem ſhe 
JJ ©6210 Horn nan nth nn 3 
The Quickneſs of her Wit, and the Pleaſantry of her Con- 
verſation, recommended ber to many: But the Filial Piety 
Me ſhew'd to that excellent Man her Father, with the Honour 
he always preſerv'd for his Memory, and the incomparable 
Pattern of Conjugal Duty ſhe ſer, in her Carriage and Beha- 
viour toward her Husband, were ſuch, that it would be un- 
mat get to mention to'herTenile. oe tt 
All who knew this Happy Pair were ſenſible how intirely 
ſhe: lov'd and efteem'd him, as well as how intirely ſhe was 
'beloy'd by him; how indefatigable ſhe was about his Perſon 
in his Times of Sickneſs and Pain, and how chearful a Com- 
panion to him in all the Fatigues of Travelling. 
As for the Matters of Ptety toward God, the Cloſeneſs of her 
Temper in Religion, and the great Jealouſy ſhe always had 
of Hypocriſy, occaſion'd an unhappy Reſerve, which muſt 
bave conceal'd her a little from us, and left many Things a 
[ Secret, till the Great coming Day. But certainly ſhe follow'd 
|: hard after God; for as ſhe was very conſtant in pub- 
Wb lick Devotions, (and that not only thoſe of the Lord's Day, 
= and of the Lecture Days, but of the Church Meetings) and 
likewiſe in Family Worſhip, ſo in the Duties of the Cloſet; 
which laſt ſne always maintain'd from her Childhood. And 


„ — 


* 


tho I underſtand ſhe walk'd, as many good Chriftians do, (I 
f am ſorry to ſay it, becauſe it can't be thought to be for the 
„ Honour of Religion, that it is fo) in Darkneſs, and ſaw, but 
18 little Light, yet this continual Obſervation of all the Offices 
1 of Piery, publick and Private, for fo great a Number of Years, 
4 to which Lought to add, the Largeneſs and Generofity of her 
| ' - © #Heartto the Poor, the wreſtling of her Soul with God for con- 
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verting Grace, and for the Light of his Face, (which I have 

heard her ſpeak of). the Purity of her Morals, and the Care 

ſhe took in the Education of a near Relation, who had the | 
Happineſs to be placed under her Eye, by giving her proper | 
Admonitions relating to another World, (Which I have beard 

that Relation declare) will not allow us to doubt, Whether 

the Good Work was begun? And whether ſhe be now in a 

State of Happineſs, or nos 


But this valuable Perſon being, to our great Sorrow, ſnatch- "4 
ed from us by a Fever, (after a long Chronical Diſorder had * 
facilitated the Triumphs of that acute one) within afew | 
Days after, to our much greater, we loſt her Husband alſo ; on 


who fell by the Hands of his old Enemy he had ſo often 
conflicted with, and (by a kind Providence for us) ſo often 
vanquiſh'd before: A Loſs in Appearance irreparable to the 
Church, but I dare not ſay aer ſo; becauſe I know x 
where the Reſidue of the Spirit is: However, ſince his Time 4 
was come, I rejoice that I have this to ſay, that he died al- 
together tine Airs. edyet ante put ond is 

He enjoy d the Fruits of all his Services, and of a 1 
Courſe of Communion with God thro' a Life of Faith, by a 
conſtant Serenity upon his Spirit, and by the Preſence of God 
with him in this laſt Tilneſs: Satan was not permitted to di- 
ſtreſs him, nor Unbelief and Fear to give him Qualrms, un- 
under the immediate Proſpects of Eternity: He was willing to 
live or die, whatever was the Will of God. But Death, I 
found, afforded no diſagreeable Views, to a Man who rejoic'd 
in the Hope of the Glory of God, and was able to ſay, [have 
waited for #y Salvation, O Lori ks 

And Two other Paſſages of his Death-Bed, I can never for- 
get: One was, the 0 Pathos he ſhew'd, and the Words 
of Concern that he uttered, at once expreſſive of his profound 
Veneration for the Perſon of our Lord J-fns, and of his In- 
dignation at the Thoughts of deſerting him, when I took Oc- 
ca from ſomething he had ſaid, to obſerve to him, that 
I perceiv'd he was not one of thoſe who had abandon'd the 5 
Godhead of our Saviour in this degenerate Age: The other 


was, the Deſire he expreſs'd that I would govern the Church 1 7 
with a ſteady Conduct, and do my belt for the Preſervation  _ 
of the Way we of this Society ſo long had profeſs d and wal- 1 


ked in; and not only derived from our 'Fore-fathers, but from 
the Scriptures, and has now ſubſiſted among us nor a great 
Way off of an Hundred Years ; as he then joyfully: obſerv'd 
to me: The Matter of which Deſire of his is as agreeable to- 
my Mind, as it was to his; and repreſents the Meaſures I am 

| "4h determin'd 
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determin'd to purſue, (and, I hope, you are all willing ! 
mould) as long as J am with you. | 
And thus I have been endeavouring, in my weak Manner, 
to deſcribe the Vertues, and draw the Characters of the De- 
1 ; and this I have done with a punctual Regard to the 
Trut . 7 | | | 
But, after all, we have greater Work to do in this Diſcourſe 
than praiſing the Dead: The Main of uy Buſineſs will be the 
Improvement of this melancholly Occaſion for the Inſtruction 
of the Living, by opening the Scripture which has been read 
among you: But God will redeem my Soul from the Poxver of the 
Grave; for he ſball receive me. Rs DO CES! 
The Scope of tlie inſpired Author in chis Pſalm is, partly 
to ew the little Reaſon there is to be anxious at the Proſpe- 


rity of powerful Sinners, and partly to convince us how little 
Cauſe good Men have to be overwhelm'd by the Oppreſſions 


they may ſuffer from them; or at the Thoughts of Death it 
ſelf, which they muſt undergo in common with them: And 
having ſpoken, in the 22 Verſe, of the Period which 


will be put to all the Happineſs of Bad Men in the Day of 


Death, and of the Advantage which Good Men ſhall have o- 
ver them in that of Judgment, he makes a particular Applica- 
tion to himſelf (and thereby teaches us to do the ſame to our 
ſelves) of this Diſcrimination which will then be made; Like 


Sbeep they are laid in the Grave, &c. But God will redeem my Soul 


from the Potwer of the Grave, Re. i e 
As much as to ſay, I am very ſenſible that I myſelf alſo 
muſt fall under the Power of the Grave as well as others, 
(whither it ſhall be by a violent Death, or a natural one, L 
neither know nor care) but this is my Comfort under eve 
Affliction, and in the Views of my Diſſolution, that God will, 


in his own Time, give me a happy Reſurrection from the 


Grave, becauſe I am perſwaded, that he intendeth to receive 
me; But God ſhall redeem my Soul, Kc. ee 


There are Two Ways of Handling n 
One is, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſeth that which is Truth in 


Another is, as he maketh Application of that Truth to 
himſelf in Particular: For he doth not ſay, God avill redeem 
che Souls of good Men from the Power of the Grave, &c. but, God 
avill redeem my Soul, SGS. ann LE tg,” AP 
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2 Funeral Hermon. (* 
I I hope it will be to the Advantage of this Aſſembly, for me ; "Op 
to conſider the Text in both theſe Lights: I heartily pray to nk 
God that it may, and I hope that you will do ſo too. 127 
3 | 


Ek n 


That which is expreſſed is, partly the Matter of this Pro- 


a If we confider it as it expreſſeth Truth in General, it doth | 
we ſee branch itſelf into Two Particulars. | 

4 Firſt, The Redemption of the Soul from the Power of the | 
4 Grave ; or the future Reſurre@ion aſſerted in theſe Words; | 
J But God will redeem my Soul from the Power of the Grave. g 
1 And Secondly, The Reaſon of it in theſe, for he ſhall re- g 
7 celve me. | „ | 
I In the firſt Particular, that is the Redemption of the Soul | 
„tim the Power of the Grave, there is Bey F 
. 8 * 1 Imply'd, | 
| CT DANI, 2d Explain'd. | 
: That which is imply'd is, that good Men themſelves muft I. 
expect to come under the Power of the Grave, and not only 5 

ſo, but to continue under that Power for ſome Time. g 

5 


polition, God vill redeem, Ec. Which is, 
iſt, Redemption from the Power of the Grave. 
zd, The Subject of that Redemption, the Soul. ee | 
3d, The Author of that Redemption, God ; and partly | 
the Certainty of this Propoſition, But God aull redeem, &. 5 


To begin with the firſt of theſe Two Particulars, the Re- 
demption of the Soul from the Power of the Grave, or the 
fature Reſurre&ion aſſerted. | 5 31 


** 

That which then is imply'd in this Aſſerkion is, ö 

iſt, That Good Men themſelves muſt expect to come under ibe 5 

x Power of the Grave, And, | ; 
2d, To continue under it for ſome Time. | 
Firſt, Good Men themſelves muſt expect to come under the 

Power of the Grave; and with great Reaſon, becauſe the L 
Sentence of Death lies as much upon them as upon others. * 

And when the Scripture ſays, I is appointed for Men once to die, 'f 

©, it makes no Exception of the Faithful, but equally in- „ 
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volveth us all. And fo the original Threatning of Death, 
which was denounced to Adam our fitſt Father, and our Cove- 
nant Head, did. LT BS 6687 7, 0 | A 
God has indeed ſingled out One or Two, (Enoch and Elijab) 
who were call'd up to Heaven another Way: But theſe In- 
| ances were not defign'd to weaken. the Authority of the Law, 
(they rather ſtrengthen it, as Exceptions always do a general 
Rule) or to encourage any others to expect ſo eaſy a Remove. 
But the Reaſon of them was, to eſtabliſh our impotent Faith 
of the inviſible World, and to yield us the more lively Idea 
of the Tranſlation; which we alſo, as well as they, (we who 
have truly believ'd and pionſly walk d with God, and boldly 
ſtood up for his Cauſe in this World) fhall have at the Reſur- 
rection, when the awful Affair of Judgment is over. 
Nor does our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, make any Alte- 
ration in the Caſe of good Men : For tho' the Son of God, the 
Second Adam, was pleas'd ta lay down his Life, that by the 
Merit of his Sacrifice he might ſave us from the Second Death, 
it was not at all in his Intention to preſerve us from the Firſt 
* If it had, no good Men cou'd poſſibly have died. But this we 
| ſee they do, and often times with greater Anguiſh, and with 
aeuter or more tedious Pains than many others do. He meant 
to pay down a Price that he might redeem us from the Power 
of the Grave, after we have come under that Power ; but not 
to prevent our Dying: No, the original Law muſt have its 
Courſe, and all of us muſt ſuffer tem Death. But bleſ- 


_ ſed be God, there 1s no Neceſſity or us to die the Death 
which is Eternal. | ; LH "ater 


. 1 


Secondly; Good Men muſt expect to continue under the 
power of the Grave for a Time ; and both theſe Propoſitions 
are included in the Text: For he who is ſure that God will 
redeem his Soul from the Power of Death, does ſuppoſe and 
expect that he ſhall feel its Power, and akide under it till 
Non that God has fix'd for his Redemption, whenever 

Now, that Time is only known to God : But in General, 
we muſt continue under the Dominion and in the Hand af 
the Grave, until the Reſurrection, which there ſhall be of all, 

in Order to the univerſal Judgment. And the Day of the 
Reſurrettion, is in the Scripture call'd, he Laſt Day. x And 
this will be a wonderful Day indeed: A Day inthe which, all 
who are in their Graves ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of God; and 
ſhall come forth, they cubo have done Good, to the Reſurrefion of Life, 
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au they. who have done Evil, to the Reſurrechion of Damnmtion. Pill f 
this Great Day, Death, the great Enemy of Mankind, will have 
2 reſiftleſs Power over Us All: Till then, the Small and the 
Great, the Bad and the Good, muft equally be the Monuments 
of his Dominion and Rage. YO | 5 
But then the Laſt Enemy ſpall be deftroyed, that is, F DEATH; 
and the Difference between the Wicked and the Good, tho 
now ſcarcely to be diſcerned, (what with the feigned Appea- 
rances of Religion, which Wicked Men may put on, on the 
one Hand; and what with the viſible Spots of ſome, and the 
Inwardneſs of the Beauties of all Good Men, on the other) 
will openly diſcover itſelf, to the unſpeakable Terrour of the 
former, and the no leſs Joy of the latter. + 
But this leads me from the Conſideration of what is implied 
in this Propoſition, Bin God will redeem, &ec. tothe Conſideration 
of what is expreſled in it. | 
And here our Attention is engaged to the Matter of it, and 
that is; Redemption from the Power of rhe Grave in general: 
The Subject of that Redemption, which is, the Soul 25 a 
the Author of it, which is GOD. * 
Firſt, Redemption from the Powei of the Grave in the Ge- 
neral. And here it is the Reſurreſtion is intended: Redem- 
ption from the Power oſ the Grave, can hardly by any Rules 
of Interpretation be drawn to any other Senſe. Tis true, 
the Pſalmiſt's ſpeaking of his Soul, as the Subject of this Re- 
demption, may ſeem to look a different Way: But it does not. 
For the Soul, as thus ſuppos'd to be under the Power of the 
Grave, can't poſſibly intend any Thing but Man or Life, and 
by the latter of theſe Words is the Original frequently ren- 
der'd: And the former is meant, ſometimes, when it is tran- 
fared Soul. J e | | 
It may be thought an ObjeRion W r this Interpretation, 
that it is not fo probable, that we ſhould find the Doctrine 
of the Refurre&ion in the Old Teſtament Part of Scripture. 
But this Objection is ill grounded. Fur how plainly is the 
Reſutrection expreſs'd. to us in the Book of Daniel? *F And 
who does not know, that the Doctrine of the ReſurreQion 
was an Article of the Creed of Fob? And that he makes a 
joyful Application of it ro himſelf, (for his * — under 


7 — . fv 
— +; * p e Py 

© R $441 k 4». 4 

dl} 47 7 1 


the Tribalations which were upon him) like that of the 
ann e, ES e 
＋ 1 Tim. . 24, 5. J Exod. i. 5,21, 23. 
| TY Pan. Xxii. "ny | * Job. Xx. 2328. N 
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It is then natural to underſtand this Redemption from the 
Power of the Grave, of the Redemption of the Man, in Re- 
ſpe& of his Body or Life, by a happy Reſurrection. For 
— a Kind of ReſurreQion ts in other Places of Scripture 
call'd, Redemption, * x 
And the Reaſon that the Holy Ghoſt uſes this Word Reden:- 
ption to ſignify the Reſurrection, ſeems to be this; becanſe at 
the Reſurrection, and not before, we ſhall be fully ſet at Li- 
berty and redeem'd from all the miſerable Effects of Sin: For 
Redemption as it means our Saviour's Purchaſe, was perfeQ- 
ed in his Death at once. But Redemption ſometimes means 
the Application of that Purchaſe, or the 'Things themſelves 
which are procured by it: And this is gradual, and incom- 
pleat, till all the Evil, which has or ſhall come upon us by 
Vertue of Adam's Fall, is remov'd; which will not be until 
the Reſurreftion. 5 | 15 | 
But there ſeems to be another Reaſon for uſing this Word 
Redemption, to ſignify the Reſurrection; and that is, to inti- 
vate the Power which is employ'd, and the Price which then 
as to be paid down by the eternal Son of God; and ſince 
has been paid, for our Reſurreftion, Happineſs, and Salva- 
tion, It is true, the Payment of a Price for us cannot be 
made out purely from the Force of the Word; but the Na- 
ture of the Subject, which is the Reſurrection from the Dead, 
and the Glory which is included in it, requires that Idea of 
this Redemption, For as our Salvation in general, ſo our 
Redemption from the Grave in particular, muſt be reſoly'd, 
agreeably to the Analogy of Faith, into the Blood of Chriſt. 
And there is no Doubt, but the Spirit inſpired the Plalmiſt to 
employ a Word in this Place, that we, who live under the 
Light of Goſpel Times, might read it with this Evange- 
lical Idea of the Death of Chriſt, as the Price ot that Redem- 
F ption | affix d to it. by eg 3b Mrs TO.” 
E Yes, this is the Price of our Redemption; the.Ranſom of 
| our Souls, and of our Bodies, || and no leſs a Price could have 
redeem'd us: Nothing leſs than an Equivalent con'd be ac- 
k cepted. And this makes the Apoſtle ſay, That it as not poſ- 
5 f ble for the Blood of Bulls and of Goats to take away n. k But G! 
#Y what infinite Reaſon of Joy is this, that ſuch an Equivalent 
1 has been provided for us! and that God himſelf has been ma- 
. nifeſt in the Fleſh, to be our Ranſom. / 1 
. h j eee * 


5 1 Wb. 25 bs * e , 
Kom. viii. 23. . 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. || Matth. xx. 28. 
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In the next Place, we are to conſider the Subject of this Re- 
demption, the Soul. But as Nepheſh here render d Soul, and 
Pſjche in the Greek which anſwers to ir, in Scripture often 
hgnily Man or Life, as I hinted before; ſo the Term from 
which, of this Redemption, which is the Power of the Grave, 
forbids our reſtraining the Senſe to what we commonly mean 
in Engliſh by the Word Soul: For what has the Idea of a 

Soul, according to its Meaning in our Language, to do with 
that of a Grave? No, the Redemption of the Man or of his 
Life here mention d, is plainly the ſame as the Redemption 
of the Body, or the Reſurrection from the Dead. But the 
Word further ſhews, what this Redemption of the Body is to 
be ; not only a Remove from its dark Habitation in the Grave, 
but the reſtoring its Life with all the Powers and Offices which 
eſſentially belong to it, and which at the fame Time are fit- 
red to the Nobler Uſes of the Upper World. And truly, as 

the Reſurrection of the ſame Body is one of the fundamental 
Articles of our Religion, fo likewiſe is its Reſurrection with 
Qualities which are exceeding Glorious, and very different 
from thoſe which now attend it. * And it may not be amiſs 
to add, that this Redemption of the ſame Body, will be fol- 
lowed, by a Return of the ſame Soul to dwell in it, and to 
inform it, which it had before. e | 

And all this is neceſſary, that it may be the ſame Man 
who ſhall ſtand before Chriſt's Judgment Seat, and who fits 
to hear the Word of God this Day ; the ſame Perſon who 
ſhall be judged for his Deeds in the Body, and who did them; 

the ſame individual Being, who ſhall be glorify'd, or damn'd 
hereafter, and who laid the Ground-Work of future Happineſs 
or Miſery, by being Good or Evil here. 

But after all, there is a Senſe, in which the Redemption of 
the Soul (in the proper Acceptation of the Word, as it fig- 
_ our immortal Part) from the Power of the Graye, will 
holds , G0 7 Bs „„ 

It is true, if we allow our Faith to be determin'd by the 
Word of God, the Happineſs of ſeparate Souls in Heaven is 
by no Means to be deny d; and that Good Men ſhall at their 
Death be taken up into Glory, and be admitted to ineffable be 
Joys in their diſembodied State, is an important Article of 1 
the Chriſtian Faith, Tf e 5 ; K * 2 

But this does not hinder our ſuppoſing, a natural Deſire in EE 
the departed Soul to its own proper Body. And this Deſire 1 
can have no Gratification without a Reſurrection. For * . 
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* 1 Cor. XV. 424-49. | T 2 Cor. Ve 6, 77 8. | PhiL i. 23 · 8 a 
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and not before, the Man is fully redeem d! anditherefore the 
Soul being an eſſential and a 8 the Man, with 
_ vigorous Wiſhes expecteth that Redemption, but does 


— 


union into Man again. From all which we may infert; that 
if Chriſt himſelf, in his Relative Capacity as Head of the 
Church, may be Judged not to be compleat, as the Apoſtle 
intimates,* till all his Members are with him, much mor 
may the Soul be allow d not to be perfectly happy, until its 
Lair e e en 105i ee ILL. 
In the laſt Place, we ate to conſider the Author of this Re- 
demption, Which is God. . ien eee 25977 12.31140t bro Wy 
And if we rightly apprehend how great a: Work this is, th 
Redemption ot a Man, his Lite, ar his Body from the Power 
of the Grave, we ſhall plainly ſee, how-impoſlible it is; that 
we ſhould be redeem'd, by any other beſides Him. For, firſt, 
the Redecmer of our Lives from the Grave muſt find out ali 

the eſſential Partieles of our Bodies, that they may be the 

ſelf ſame Bodies they were when united to our Sou, And 
this is ſuch a Work, as only infinite Wiſdom is fit to under 
take. And, 5 „ en A 9 4 0 Hein 121. n 1 Fi 4 BU 7 | 
- Secondly, The Redeemer of our Souls from the Grave has 
a Miracle of the ſame Difficulty to perform, (at leaſt with Re: 

1 iration of 
Life) as the making us at firſt. was, and in ſome: Reſpetts a 
greater: I mean, upon the Acconnt of the Glory which ik to 
be put pon our Bodies after they ars tais d. And this is What 
only infinite Power can acc ompliſ n. 

0 And for this Reaſon, the Apoſtle finds himſelf oblig'd to 

introduce the Omnipotent Power af God, to ſupport ls ſu- 

pernatural Doctrine of the Reſurre ction of our Fleſn, and to 
facilitate our Faith in it. Se Phil, 3. 21. It is evident from 
this Text, that the Redemption of our Bodies from the Power 
of the Grave, 1s, on this Account, only poſſible and eaſy t 
e petform'd by Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe d for 
him, and becauſe it is an Almighty Power he has (from che 

Farher as Mediatour, and from himfelf, às he is one God wich 


I 


d 


the Father; over all, bleſſed for evermoxe) x6 accompliſhies! [*. 
And this leads us directly intn the Article of Chili's Divi 
nity. For it is certain, that the Pſalmiſt did not imagine, chat 
any but the moſt High God, ſhould be the Redeemer of his 
Soul, and when he ſays, Bur Gad en / Rebe my' Sn fön s 
Focuer of the Grade, without Dotibrobe belie vd that none elſe 
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anbietet Tis r- Abd yiewe le Goa thabPallage” 
in the Philippians laſt quoted, that Chriſt: is this Redeemer, 3 
that he is That GOD who i redeem us from the Poxver' of the . 
Grube, becauſe He has determin'd to Necee us. 75 
In mort, had we no other Scriptures to demonſtrate the true 
and proper Godhead of our Saviour, but thoſe which attribute 
to Him the Works which in other Paſſages are appropriated to 
the SUPREAM, it were no unſafe Improvement of ſuch Texts 
ro-inferr His'Deity from them: But when not only the moſt 
proper Works of GOD are afcrib'd to JESUS CHRIST, ſuch: 5 
as Creation and Providence, (2 Nm xix. 15. Nebemiab ix. 5. 65. 
Col. i. 16. Hab. i. 3.) but that Worſhip which is one of the in- F cr WA 
communicable Prerogatives of DEITY, ! and which God de- Ls 
clares Himſelf in our Bible too jealous ro ſhare with any other, 4,90 
(Matt. iv. 10. Net. xix. 10. xx11.'8, 9. Exodus xx. 5. Iſa xlii. 8.) 
order'd:to be paid to the SON; (Pam xlv. 11.) and actually Wo 
perfotm d to Him by the Fathers, when He at ſeveral Times 
appear d to them in viſible Forms, and by the whole Chriftian 

Church after his Incarnation; (1 Corinth. i. 2. Acht vii. 59, 60. 

Rev. i. 5, 6. Rev. v. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13.) aud when thoſe Attri- 

butes which are mentioned as peculiar to the ONLY TRUE 
GOD, in ſome Paſſages of Holy Writ, (1 Kings viii! 39. Names 
( Rev ii. 23. Hab. iv. 12, 13. Pſalm cii 25. expounded by the . 
Apoſtle, of Chriſt, Heb. i. 10.) When we ſee our Bleſſed Lord " 
e ap HOVAR, ( Iſaiah'vi. 1. with the Chapter 
throughout; compared with ohn kli. 40, 41. Feremiub xxiii 6. 

Gen; xvii. 1. where that Fehovab who appear'd muſt neceſſarily 

be referr'd to the SON; becauſe all Appearances were of the 

SON: and not the FA THER,) and the Scriptures: make this 
Name to be a diſtingaiſhiug Name of the ONLY*FRUBEGOD; 

Eſalm Ixxxiii. 18. When one of the Apoſtles tells us, That the 

Word d, Ge, Jobm i. 1. Another cries out to him, A/ Lou 

and 'my God Jobn x. 28. And another ſays, that He is God n- 

nifeſtzd in the Heſb, 1 Time. ili. 16. and o a GOD Blaſſed for E- 

ver more, Nom. 1%; 5. And when one of the i calls Him 

the Mighty GOD, Iſaiah ix. 6. and in another Place brings Him 


13 } 
. 
. 


8 


* 


a 
in ſpeaking of Himſelf as the Only GOD, (1/aiab xly. 227 com- 
pared:with what follows to the End of the Chapter) it ſeems 
to:be an inevitable Conſequence from the Whole, That if we IN 
will abide by the Scriptures, ' we muſt maintain the Divinity 1 
of the SON, as hitherto our, Churches have done; ot, that it . 
_ wei abandon'the' Faith of that Article, : ve muſt give up our 55 
BIBKE:? I think indeed that the Authority of the Scriptures, 19 0p 
iid e Confeſſion of this Doctrine, in all Reaſon ought to 
Y Rs r N Ah A P . 9 1b ſtand 
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fraud and fall ee and will da fo: For it Ehe 
bard: to maintain a juſt Veneration for the Sacred Writers, if 
we tefuſe to believe the Godhead of Chrift ; which they ſeem 
ſo deſignedly to recommend, and every where ſo plainly — 
fert ot build upon. And therefore I cannot but look: 

Ariani/m, both Antient _ Modern, in this Regard as we Da 


others, to be a 5 ſtem, and big "ith che moſt bor- | 

rid Miſchiefs tothe Men.“ 

Fo much for the Celle, of the Author of chis Re: 
ON. , : „ 424 220 


7 is high Time to come tofome Refieftions on the Certain 
ty of it ; which is, together with the Matter of it, exprely.d 
to us in this Propofition, 'God'wwill redeem. my. Saul, Gæc. 

The inſpited Author, we ſee, ſpeaky 972 this Bodtrine mich 
all the Confidence that can be: And indeed he is ſo farfrom 
heſitating about the Redemption of godd Men from the Power 
of the Grave in general, that be has no manner of Doubt ahowt 


his on: Andthis is a higher Attainment ſtill. For dg | 


a Man may have an Aſſurance of ſome Point of Faith 
ligion as nay propoynded, it FREE not follow, that he 
wuſt have the ſame Satisfaction about his en Intereſt in it, 
and Benefit by it. This is too evident in tha Experience of the 
ithful to be diſputed. But the latter neceſſatily implies tha 
armer ;. far the Principles of the . ate the Wes 
on which we build our Hope of 


And this ſhews by the Way, that che fame Snipes whit 
urge vs (as many do) to an Aſſurance of our own Salvation, | 


do virtually require the certain Knowledge of thoſe 
which that Aſſurance maſt depend upon, and be dra vn from; 


And hence it appears, how little Reaſon. there is (if we take 


the Scripture for out Rule) for that Inſtability in the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Religion, which is look d upon to beſo. great 
a Point of Miſdom and Good, Senſe; and how. much Reaſon on 


the other hand for that Certainty and Aſſutance of them, 


which: is traduc'd as the very Baſis and Quinteſſence of Papery, 
2 pag very ſtrange and unbaggy Times into, whioh, . ew 
K 
But theſe unhinging Notions certainly, ought ; yot to bein ne- 
ceiv d by ſuch as reverence the Scriprures, as. being oontrary 
ta many plain Texts in you Word, and as. being the Source 


of many pernicioys Conf, ſequences, with Kegard to the — 5 7 
and Deyotions of a Chriſtian ; (which they tend 2 | 
oneſt and 
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Well -meaning Perſons (who, hurry d Nase Current of the 
Time, 7 { oe them) are not, Im p prix: A of: 
Nor can I conceive what Service, in the Time of eath; ot in 
2 Day of Perſecution, they can do us. | 
But this Certaimty of the future Redemption which the al. 
miſt ſpeaks of, is not only an Objective Certainty, but a Sub- 
-o(liye Ono tobt Ne was certain, that God won deem the 
Spule of God Nen from the Power of the Grave; and {6 
ſhould we be, as well as he. h 6 e 
It would de too copious an Videriibing to hew hire the 
obj Certaitity of the Refurtection om Seriptare Evi- 
dence: It is enough, That no one who underſtands the Obi 
ons and Graramatical Senſe of Words and Propefitivns in the 
Bible, can with any Pretence of Reaſon doubt that i it is des 


'4 ro be afletted there, 1 | 
Our Faith then of this Truth, ſhould: 1 Priporrion to 
me Proofs we have of it: And 'Ghee it is certüim, that the 
En 19 is the Word of GOD; and certain, that the Bectrine 

of the Reſurteſtivn is declared in It, we likewiſe dughit to 
be — of this e Gave which th N our Bodies, or Lives, _ 


the Frames 70 but "Minds with ray Gander — Marks of 
Scripture; we cannot ſo eaſily arrive at Satisfactien that we 
we ourſelves ſhall be +edeemn'd; in order to our being rerelt 4, it 
is however unreaſonable to doubt abodt the Truth in general, 
And therefore let us labour to imprint a Senſe of it apen our 
Souls; a Senſe of the Reſurrection of all Men in geberal to 
ſome Life or other, and a Senſe of the Reſurrectien of Good 
| Men to an everlaffing Life of Joy and Bleflednefs for chat is 
the Meani ing of Redemption in the Text: For tho all Men 
ſhall be raiſed; yet the Refer of the Wicked does not de- 
ſerve the Name of Hon. | And that this is the Senſe ot 
che Plalmift in chat Word — and the Difference which 
there will be between the Reſurrettion of the Gobd and the 
Bad, further appears from the Reaſon he aſſigns N te- 
dcoming 28 the „„ ; Which i i 
Privi only to A 
"Arid ahis — tö the Second Particular if this Tem 
The Firſt was, Thie Reſvrreftion of the Body 
Words, But God will:'reddenj' my Son, &6- And the Secbnd- 16 
The Reaſon of that A ended or nnn Foy Hr nn Nos 
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; 1 if The Manna this Reaſon. And 
dh, The Force of it. W 


The Matter of it is this He Jul receive ma. 


Now this is a very general Notion, and maſt be fitted to Edi 
fication by taking in ſome more particular Ideas of Scrip- 
ture, which are reducible to it, and included in it. 

And this Act of | GOD's Receiving us, may be conſidered 
with Regatd to the Term to which of i it, and. with 0 
the Subject of it. 


With Regard to the Term to which of it be will receive 
un 

Firſt of all, to Hiraſelf: "And thus ſhall our departed Spirirs, 
afſoon as looſen'd'from the Fleſh, be taken up to God: But 


at the Reſurre&ion, our Intire Man ſhall be preſented before 


the Preſence of his Glory with exceeding Joy: For then — — 
dear Redeemer give up his Kingdom to GOD, even the Father; that 


GOD (not only as fubſiſting in the Perſon of the Father, but of 


the Son, and Spirit) may be Atl in All: x For there is no Doubt, 
but the Receiving us to GOD, will be a Receiving us to eve- 
ry Perſon who has Godhead in Him. But OI how immaculate 
and exalted muſt that Happineſs be, which is uninterruptedly 
and eternally fi apply y'd and fed by the immediate Converſes of 
the Ever-Bleſſed "TRINITY TI 


Secondly, He will receive. us into the General Aﬀembly of the 


| Church of the Firft-Born, made up of Angels aud Saints, the Na- 


tives and the Naturaliz d [nhabitants of the Upper World; For 
if in this Life we come by Faith to Maum Zion, to the Heavenly 
Feruſalem, to an innumerable Company of Angels; and to the Spirits of 
juft Men made perfect, + without Doubt in the Life, to come, 
we-ſhall be received into that illuſtrious tion in a 


ſtirict and local Seuſe: And how Raviſhing ill e be there 


to have the moſt free, intimate, and piealurable Converſation 


with all the happy People of that World! 


Thirdly, He will receive us into Heaven, even 7 3 | 
of Heavens: For that Heaven being the Reſidence of Chriſt 


dur Head, ſhall for chat Reaſon be ours top, wha are his Mem- 


1 


bers: For it is ud leſs the Deſite of our Redeemer) Himſelf, 
than it is the itrevocable Decree. of. 60D, that nhevolberer 
the gone is, the other ſhould he alſo. ß? 


7 1 Cor. xv. 28. F Hebrews jj. 22 43. de FF 5 
II bel. zv. 14, 317. * *. ” | 
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Acfunetal Sermon. 2T . 
Laſtly, He will receive us into an incomprehenſible Happi- | 
* Gloty: And tlis is a juſt Conſequence from the fote- 
going Particulars; but it is: beſides the expreſs Declaration of 
ei ol ben AE as ng aan dtd et Sr roll 
| And it is very certain, That the Bleſſedneſs which is laid 
up in Heaven forthe Kighteous, and vhich they ſhall hereaf- 
ter be call'd to the full Poſſeſſion of, is too big not only for 
the Deſcription of the happieſt; Pen, but for the Comprehen- 
ſton of the richeſt Fancy, and even of the ſtrongeſt Faith. _ 
But we may be aſſured it will conſiſt of Two Parts. 
A Proviſion of the fitteſt and moſt noble Objects, for our 
reſpective Faculties of Soul and Body to employ themſelves 
upon. And MAT: tiere re | ; 
15 


The Adapting all our various Powers, by a mighty Chan 
upon them, and a perfect Reliſn, to the Enjoyment of tho 
ſuitable Objects. OUTER 533 107] ee j 99 19 
And this Change in us will be accompliſh'd by a moſt ca- 

acious Knowledge ſet up in our Minds, T by an intire and 
ultleſs Holineſs ſtamp'd upon our Affections and our Wills, || 
and by:the Conformation of our very Bodies to the Body of a 

Gloxified SAVIOUR; and to the ſpiritual. Nature of that 
World in which they are eternally to be. an 5437 

And the natural Reſult of this Perfection of our Powers, and 

their Objects, muſt be a moſt tranſcendent Joy. | 

And thus GOD intends to receive us to Himſelf, to that bleſ- 
ſed Company, to that Heagęnly World, and to the State of 
Glory in it: For the pf. Aa, by ſaying only in the General 


A 
that God would receive him, has left us to our Liberty to 
fetch in all thoſe noble Ideas from the Analogy of Faith, ful- 
ly. r ag his Senſe and Meaning. ien, ie: ä 
But this AQ of eee us, muſt not only be re- 
garded in reſpe& of the Term to which of it, but of the dub- 
ject too: And this, ſays the Pſalmiſt, is myſelf; N 


their Share in the Beatitudes of that World; as well as our 
"24 W T * Li g 0 3. Ft „n 15 1 19 tg Nene) Ty | % >... 6: 14 Souls, 
"FTol. h 4: Dae ee e eee, 
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; 1 e e ts: ho 
i — — ſordid Satista tions which our rthly-Wortd 
* fared to yield ug.) And this theſe Words of the 

Me gnifie to us, Meats for the Belly, and the Belly for Mn; bug 
$5: Gol foul ir roy both is and them: : The Body it not for IN 
| be Lord; and ibe Lord for the Body, 1 Corinth- 1 
Tongue can expreſs, no Heart role the Subl 
| on Entertainments for our very Bodies, thy Coos 
a= ng with'the Man Chriſt Jeſos) which thoſe wondrous Words 
1 import; 4 Conſideration which ſhould. make us ſcorn every 
[| forbidden Pleaſure, and moderate the Uſe of every lawful one. 
1 4%. As to the Force of this Reaſon, it is plain: If God 

| has purpoſed in his Counſels of Eternity, if He has promifed 
z in the Covenant of his Grace to receive us, and Jefignld all the 
1 Happineſs and Bliſs which. is included in ach Idea of his Re- 

ceivi cerring us, not only for the Glorification of One Part of us, 
| Both, it is manifeſt that we muſt have a Redemption 


ing vs id impoſſible.” The Accompliſhment of his everlaſting - 
Deerees concerning us, and the Fulfilling of his Covenant Pro- 
miſes to us, by thus Receiving us, do therefore abſolutely de- 
end on this Redemption. But Ehaugh has been ſaid u 
is, conſider d in 2 Doctrinal tre Let us no = 


"Secondly, 0 the A lication the Plalenift makes wE the 
Tuche included in the Text ta 75s For God pill aden 
MY Soul from the Potter of the Gra; of goth vecqive ME. 

In ſpeaking to the Text in this lag: 1 t do thale fob-. 
lowing-Things'r Sbew you how ir is for us to attain 
to ſuch a perlonal Application: How much it is our Intereſt, 


it is to be obtain'd.” Ir were eaſie, 

F530 In the Firſt Place, to ſhew how! oiBble it is for us to at- 
| 285 to ſuch a perſonal Application: For was this an Impro- _ 
[-3 priationt ts David? No, 
| 7 ay which Ditid did; whoſe Knowledge of his own Iutereſt 


* 


got by Inſpiration, but in the ordinary Way of 'SelFExarmi- 
vation, and by Comparing the Tendur of —— 204 
the Frime of ee li one another: And fince:the A- 
He Faul ſpeaks' of it as the 9 Experience of the 
tbful in thoſe Days, u 'by Faith they N. 


— ro, — ů — 


ase the Þ, foo Treating this Aﬀtirance, by ew 
ing it to be dae Feth, wat luitudes date had it as 


well 


17 — the Power of the Grave, becauſe without it his Receiy- 


and how much cut Buty to labour for it 1 And by wry Means | 


ut we alſo might attain it in the 
in” fs Redemption, ie have Reaſon to think, was nor 


; Jolted in Ho 22 the Glory ef om. v. jj. e plainly — of 
15¹ 


1 


4 
- 


„ 


4 


intends to receive: us to himſalf, and to the Hap- 


I need not {ace attempt to prove this to be our Intereſt, as 


well as Duty; for every one is under a Necelfity, from the 


Frame of human Nature, to aſſent to it, in the Moment it is 
ropounded ta him. Fer ha can ſo dwer-rule his Under- 
tanding, as not to know; that it wou'd' be an Advantage to 
him, to he able' to pnamoumce the Sentences in the Text with 
Appli to bimfelf ? And undes the many unavoidahle 


everlaſtintz Happineſs in the next? Would to God we weie 


all as careful to obtain this Aſſurance, as we ave convint' d of 


the Good of ir! But alas! how prodigions' ir our Folly and 
Bnut let us conſider, in the laſt Place, by what Means it is 
to. be_attain'd. : I then we ane bent upon obtaining a well 
grounded; Confidence of this Redemption, we had need to 
make it our daily and moſt fervent Prayer to God, that he 
would were it in us. Thus the Apoſtle prays, The God of 


Hope fill you with all Foy and Peace: in believing; that ye may ! 


n Hope by the Poxver of ube Holy Rem. XV. 13. If then 
this 11 Peace ih believi * ae 
Hope of Redemption, are Bleffngs which without 
curzence of à Power, no leſs than that of God, with our-fee- 
ble Endeavours, we never ſhall arrive at; What better Courſe 
can we take to ſecure them, than by Prayer to draw down the 


Influenee of that Power on our Hearts, and to engage the Te. 
ſtimony of God's Spirit with: our own, that we:are his Chil- 
dren,*-and Heir of his Salvation? And indeed no rational 


Concluſions concerning the Goodneſs of our State are able to 


give us an intire and laſting Satisfaction, unleſs they be 1 
e 5 b orcd 
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forc'd by this additional Witneſs from above. But we muſt 


| re- 
Marks and Evidences of eternal Life engtaven in us. (20. 
xiii- 3.) For unleſs we ate able to find thoſe bleſſed Token; 
on our Souls, as well as in our Bibles, our Application may, 
for ought we know, be Raſhneſs and Preſumption: And our 
ſanguine Hopes of Happineſs may prove no better than Golden 
Dreams, and when we awake in the Morning of Eternity, 
may give us a woeful Diſ appointment. 
61 . I can; make it out that I have a true and lively 
Faith in Chriſt, and God thro him, I juſtify my Claim to 
this Redemption, and prove my Right to apply it to myſelf 


. 


I am the Reſurrection and the Life: He that believeth in me; tho" be 
were dead, yet ſball he live. He that lideth ani belie erh in me; ſoall 
never die. John xj. 25,26. 21 1 10 n W 1 Ane 
- But then we ought to conſider it is not every one that na- 
meth the Name of Chtiſt poſſeſſeth ſuch a Faith: A Man 
may make a large Progreſs in the Speculations of Religion, 
and yet continue a practical Unbeliever. Nothing is more 
common than Self - Deceit, and Soul- Deluſion in this Matter. * 
Let us therefore have a Care, and make it our Buſineſs to u- 
ſtify our Faith to God, and to ourſelves by the Fruits of it. 
The Scripture ſpeaks of the Love of God, as one ſpecial 
Effet, and therefore one evident Proof of ſaving Faith. Foy 
in Chriſt Feſus, (ſays the Apoſtle ) neither Cirtumtiſtom availethia- 
wy Thing, nor Uncircumciſton; but Faith, which worketh by Love. 
Gal. v. 6. The Queſtion then is, Whether our Fal. Vas 
this Kind of Operation in us? Whether it is a Faith wWͤhie 
warms: us with Love! And inſpires us with a holy Delight 
both in God, and in thoſe who ſhe w a lively Image of divine 
Vertues drawn upon their Soulsęç;.ẽ 0 1 e 
If you look into the 11th Chapter to the Hebrews, you will 
there ſee a noble Collection of Scripture Hiſtories, which ſhew 
us what are the Productions of a genuine Faith: And it will 
be well for us, if we can find out and diſcover in ourſelves 
the ſame Motions of that Principle of Faith with thoſe which 
are deſcribed there; if we can perceive in our Hearts a Faith 
which has, and has had Power enough to engage us in all the 


Not elſe. And this is clear from theſe Words of our Saviour, 


Services, and to ſupport us under all the Sufferings, for God 
and Conſcience, We are, or have been called to, in our. Day. 


For it is certain, that the Faith which winks at our on hou my 
us 
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| 1 

g into Judgment without à preceeding Pardon to indemnify 

Adly, Do not both the Words of the Text, and the Occa- 

fion of this Diſcourſe agree to perſuade us to puſh our En- 

deavours for that Perfonal Application which the Pſalmiſt 

makes in the Text, as far as we are able to carry them? Yes 
certainly. For if this Matter be not ſettled before; a Death- 

Bed will yield us but ſmall Advantage for that Purpoſe. We 

need for the moſt Part the Evidence of a godly Life, and of 

a lively, holy Frame of Heart (prevailing if not uſually, y. 
ſometimes at leaft) in it, to bear out this Aſſurance in the 
Article of Death. But alas! there is not like to be a ver 

| ſenſible and vigorous Piety, and a very diſcernable Upright- 

neſs, to inſpire us with a lively Hope by Reflection upon 

them, in our laſt Moments; * if we had nor ſome good De. 

gree of that Hope for another World to animate us to Duty, 

and to enliven our Religion in a Time of Health. F And the 

| ſinful and ſhameful Indifference we have ſhewn about Salva- 

| tion itſelf, by not deſiring and ſtudying to. clear our Title to 

it, will afford us but an uncomfortable Thought in a dying 

Hour. And what if God ſhonld not then come in with extra- 

ordinary Succours of his Grace, (and there is much more Rea- 

ſon to fear he will not, than there is to hope he will+) how 

deplorable muſt our Condition be! unſcttled as we were be- 

fore, and by Conſequence ſhall then be, as to our Title to 

another World! Is it not then much better to give ourſelves 

no Reſt, till the Power of making ſuch a Perſonal Application 

of this Redemption be attain'd? And to walk with God in 

Good Hope thro' Grace, and even in a full Aſſurance of a fu- 

ture Happineſs, thro the Courſe of our Lives; that we may 

reap the Fruit of it (as very probably we ſhall) at the Con- 

cluſion of our Race? Let us therefore come to a full Reſo- 

lution : Well, I will indulge myſelf in a ſapine Diſregard, 

what is like to be my future State, no longer. No, I will 

center all my Purſuits and Thoughts in this fingle View, the 
aſcertaining my Title to the glorious Benefits in the Text: 

Neither will I ſuffer myſelf to Fo diverted by the Amuſements 

of Senife, nor by the Reſearches of Reaſon themſelves, which 

are of greater Importance ſtill, from this'Study which is 'infi- 

| nitely the moſt important of all. And let us ſtrengthen our- 
| | ſelves in this Purpoſe by conſidering, that it 1s diſmal entering 
into any great Calamity of Life; much more encounterin 
with Death under immediate Apprehenſtons of Judgment, ant 
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of an eternal State, without ſome Perſuaſion of our Intereſt | 


in the Special Love of God in Chrift, and without. a lively 
Hope, that God will redeem our Souls, Sc. becauſe he will 
receive us. For the Sinners in Zion are afraid, Fearfulneſs ſball 
{urprize the Hypocrites 2 Who among us ſball dwell with the devouring 
ire? Oc. Iſaiah xxx jjj. 14. Let us therefore do our utmoſt by 
Prayer, by ſearching the Scripture, and by Self- Examination 


to come to a Point, that we may know we have eternal Life; 


aud may be able to ſay, when we come to die, as Jacob did, 
have waited. for thy Salvation, O Lord, Geneſis xljx. 18. And 


to cry out to the Joy of thoſe who are about us, Bleſſed be 


God, I am not afraid to die. ROMS Ate 

2dly, The Application of this Diſconrſe muſt be partly to 
the Relations — the Dead, and partly to the Church. RUG HEM 

Thoſe of the Relations who are pious have this ſubſtantial 
Conſolation under the preſent Afflidtion, that Death has been, 
in all Probability, a dee Exchange to them they are de- 
priy'd of by it;“ for Love is more deſirous of the Happineſs 


of thoſe who are the Objects of it, than of its own Satisfaction 


from the Enjoyment of them. It is therefore a common, but 
indeed a ſolid and a ſenſible Allay of Sorrow on ſuch Occa- 
lions, not to have any Cauſe for Mourning as thoſe who have 
no Hope: Even as on the other Hand, to part with a dear 


Friend or Relation, without ſome probable Evidence of the 


Happineſs of his everlaſting State, is almoſt an inconſolable 
Trial. I pray God none of as may know the Bitterneſs of it 
by our own Experience Pe 1 e 

But if there be Reaſon to beſpeak any of you as Perſons re- 


| lated to the Dead in Nature, hut not in Grace, f how perti- 


nent to you muſt an Exhortation be, that you wou'd. tread in 
choſe Paths of Induftry, Virtue, Faith, and Prayer, which 
the Deceas'd walked in! and he in a more particular Manner, 
who by Blood was allied to you! I have reaſon to believe he 
was greatly concern'd for your Temporal and Spiritual Wel- 


fare; and wiſh'd well to, and pray'd earneſtly for your Con- 


verſion to God. He did not live to fee the Fruit of his Pray- 


ers: But may your Godly Relations ſtill living, may the 


Church of God, and you yourſelves be made to enjoy them 


And if the Harveſt of your Converſions anſwers to t 
his Prayers, I think it muſt be a large one. 


be Seed of 


: 4 


1 pray God that he and you may not be kept aſunder by 


the unpaſſable Gulph in the other World, || as now you are 
ſeparated by Death in this: It concerns you to look to that. 


| D 2 wet 7 þ Bur 
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* 2 Cor. v. 1. I Rom. jr. 3 Philemon 16 F | Luke x9. 26. * 


us in the midſt of — 50 Infirmities ſo long. Very defi 


| which the Community has fuſtain d, of fo ma 
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But if an of you are diſpos'd to be ſerious, but are diſheart- 


ned from el jon by the Gfeatneſs gr Numbers of your Sins, 


| behold your Relation reſetting! himſelf before you, as am il- 


luſtrious Monument of the free and pardoning Grace of God 
to great Offenders, a Monument to inſpire the biggeſt Sinners 
Remihn, * with Reſolntions of Amendment, and Hopes of 

em 

W. 4 as to thoſe of you who were committed to his Charge, 1 

e you will have à grateful Remembrance of the Care he 

5 of you: And that by your regular Deportment, your 
Dil Sn and Induſtry y, you will make the Burden "it the 
lighter on the Shonlders that Relation, on whom vo are 
now devolved, ; 

As to the Church, What Mall I ſay 2 We are all copdglin 
with one another under ont Loſs; br ef cially that of our 
dearly beloved Brother, and T hope, andre onrlelyes top 
under the mighty Hand of God, Abich is aol us. But 1 
think we 4 5 to be very thankful, eyep whilſt we are 
mourning over that excellent Man, that we had him amon 


he was, and very uſeful he has been, and might (if it 
pleay'd God) have ſtill continu d to be fo. Brit that Ufefal- 
neſs, alas! is now no more. But why do fay no more? 
The Remembrance of his Virtyes, and of his Holy Zeal for 
the Glory of God, and of his Grace, may I hope be uleful My: 

And will be ſo, if God does but Pe us Wy imitate bi Eg: 

ample, and diſpoſe us to do dur Beſt that ve may fill u 


his 
Place, and may be ſo much the more Holy and Serviceable in 


Ours. Every one ſtriding to make up to the wy the Loſs 


commenda- 

ble Qualities, which ſtrengthen d and aJorn' it whiltt he 
was it 

The cat Conkle in our Gals 15 iis. that it is Chrift 

himſelf as deptiv'd his Chu ch of . boyd rms ornamental 

Member. He who has the Key of © Ad i; and of Death, I has 

open'd the Grave to receive his N Body;  apdthe inviſible World 


to receive his Holy Soul. And the Refidve of the Spirit be- 
ing ſtill with him, 18 eaſily can, and (being the ſame Yefter- 
da 


y, to Day, and for Ever ꝙ ). we have Reaſon to ho e will, 


; raife up ers (in the Church, of our of i it, or both in lis 


Stead; and both enable them by his Pn wy incline 
them by his Grace, to be as ufetul as he * 
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Appearances are much againſt us; eſpecially if we conſiders | 

not only the Deaths of ſome, but the tottering State of others | 

among us. | 
But come, let us encourage ourſelves in the Lord, * and 

take off our Es upon an Arm of Fleſh, and put our 

Confidence in God. f Let theſe weakning Providences have 15 

a good Effe& upon our Morals, and upon our Hearts, and al! 

will be well. The only Means of keeping unmov'd in all 

Adverſities and Storms of Life, is to caft our Anchor within 

the Vail. We muſt learn to Center in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

to look forward to the great Redemption-Day, to grow more 

indifferent to the Affairs of this World, and to leave all 

Temporal Events to the Diſpoſal of Providence; throughly 

convinc'd, that we have enough, and in a Manner all that we 

can deſire, if we have a ſaving Intereſt in God's Covenant, # 

and can ſay with David in the Text, But God will redeem my 

Soul from the Power of the Grave, for he ſhall receive me. 


* x Sam. xxx. 6. Pfalm cxvijj. 8. I Heb. vj. 19. 
| 2 Sam, xxjjj. 6. 
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Mr. Fere. ompſon's 
CONVERSION. 


| HAT 1 remember of my Childhood: was 
Sin and Vanity; but yet I was not ad- 
dicted to Swearing, nor to ſome other 
Vices which that Age is incident to. 
And therefore my School-Fellows de- 
1. me, becauſe I was not fo wicked 
as they; when God, I'm ſure, might 
have deſpis'd me, for being ſo abomi- 


7 


Wy 1. 


9 
17, 5 


= nable as I was. For I am ſenſible,” R 


had then as | corrupt a Nature as the vileſt Wretch that ever 
breath'd: And this appear'd in a ſhort Time after. 

For when I came from School, about the 14th Year of my 
Age, and was with my Father to help him in his Buſineſs, 


'} 


then did Sin begin to ſhew itſelf. in my Converſation more 
than ever; I am aſham'd to relate (as well I may) how 


wickedly 1 lie d till about the 17th Year of my Age: Vet 1 
vill mention ee, We _ RE to 1 forth the ex- 
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ceeding Riches of God's Grace to me in my Converlion.” 1 
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Tutely if God had det dpf d 
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by Js were com 
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org 5-5 of 


by me, Whilft I liv'd that Jovial L 
finn's with Boldneſb: "my Mind ruminated with e 


1 upon Sin: And my Teugue was 
| © choſe 


Things which are a Shame to {| 5 ly And I 21 

hings, which might juſtly have brought * the Curſe of 
God upon me here and herksfter I walk'd in Sin, and made 
a 1 2 it; and I was inſatiable in ſatisfyin 55 of my filthy 


ty x 4 v4 Nh, « nd fter it 1 "Ges d yy it 
Gree d yeh held Im ytelf Guilds the Dev 1 
my e fading me, th was no Sin t6 


* 1 _ 5 chat i Sins I then committed, wou'd 


be a Means of preventing (gredtÞr. I profaned God's Sab- 
2 by Agro wg my own Pleaſure therein. I thought with 


myſelf, t to do NN "Tea 5 os 1 to the ple 
groin Br And pat trap Fre 
Peiſteutor of the, 1f 1 Had nad Op hate Rare Power ſo 


to have oh Hh s proud and Ie oy Lord. what 


been, if thy Grace had not * bo | 
| 1175 of God's dalling me of 2 fi 
Ib be burg Sour in Sin“ If theſe Lihes 
fall into the Hands of any one, O! ſtand and admire at - 


free Grace of God td ſuch a-Wretch'as I}-that whereas I ſin· 


ned with a high Hand againſt God, he ſhonld ſhow ſo much 


aring Mercy toward-the: And whaes I 1 ee not Vos, 
Gad-ſhould yet regard we?! 13 Ye 
In the Accbunt of the Workings of the irit of God. upon 
me, given into the Congregt tional Church In Nor In en. 
tion how I: was, Wal eing 


in the Field with one of my Ac- 
g hen ja Senſe of my miſerable: State fell upon 
And how T'weil'd here give an Account. what befel m 
. in Sin. He ſeem'd in that Diſcourle to be mote af 
Qed than I, and to be more forward to reform than I; and 
told me to this Effect, he was ſorry; for: what he had done ; . 
and wou'd leave his Sins; and wou'd-go to a Miniſter: to re- 
ceive the Lord's Supper. But God I fear cat off the Purpoſe 
of his Heart: Fox in a ſhort Time he fell ſick aud died : And 
had a ſore tormented Conſcience in his Death by whit I heard. 
And though I may not judge him, I could not help fearing 
he was taken to Juſtice, an 1 leftt to work out wy Salvation. 


ol 3 


” . 2 * ame — — ol 3 nn 


. - * 4 
mo. 9, 7 5 g 
1 oh En - atcans 4 OO OO mr eo yh wr. rigs ns 34. — 


4 * N 7 * $ 14% N 
7 WT £74 t 0 


e 
* 


l 1 1 d 0 4 a os 
Aff. Jerem. Tompſon's Converſion: 33 
God has Mercy on whom He will have Mercy: "There was 
no more in me to move God to ſpare me, than there was in 

him! God might have cut me off in my Sins, and ſent me 
down. to Hell; and have ſpared him, and made him an evident - 
Monument of his eee ON OD 
This Providence made ſome Impreſſion upon me, and help- 
ed forward the Work of Conyiction; and oftentimes came in- 
to my Mind, and ſput d me on to Reformation: So I com- 
pos'd a Form of Prayer for myſelf, I went not only on Sab- 
baths to the publick Places of Worſhip, but on Working: Days 
to hear the Common Praper, and was more fond of Ceremo- 
nies than formerly; for in the Days of my living after tlie 
Fleſh, I was very Superſtitious according to my Education. ; 
thought I did God good Service by. uncovering my Head | 
when I went into the Place of publick Worſhip, by bov in | 
ro the Eaſt, and by turning this Way and that, and ſuch Kind  —_ 
of Will-Worſhip. I was zealons of the Traditions of Men 9 
in Devotion, tho I made void the Law of God in my Con- g 
verſation. But when the Lord began to convince me of my | 
Sin, and that without Reformation. there was no Salvation, 
then was I even more zealous of theſe Things than ever. With- 
al I 1ow did many good Thipgs, which I had before left un- 
done: And I fla toy Sins: And now I thought God wou'd 
have Mercy upon me: And I began to bleſs myſelf becauſe 
of thigh i d 1, We 
But all this Time my darling Sig was favour'd ; I ever and 
anon hugg'd that in my Boſom, and toll'd it as aſweer Mor- 


ſel under my Tongue. 


* 


—— — ͥ—O—— — — —— — 


But the Lord left me not here But upon my reading the 
Scriptures, and other Books of Divinity, which I now pra- 

Qic'd continually, my Eyes began to be open d, to ſee ho 

I was born in Sin, and under the Cutſe of the Law, and to 

{ee how I was a Sinner Gary + e to perceive how 5 
my Heart was full of Sin: And how, cho: Thad caſt off many 

Sins, yet that my favourite Luſt had ſuth a Hold upon me, 


pe 


; 
that I cou d not | ake it off. 1 alſo to diſcover, that LF 4 
all my own Righteouſneſs was as filthy Rags; that Siu mixd ö 
itſelf with all my Duties: And now Horcor took hold upon me. = 
What to do 1 cou'd not tell! I had none to ſpeak a Word 
of Comfort to me, or to ſhew me the Way to Chriſt, the Ci- 4 
ty of Refuge: God's People. I was unacquainted with: I 
fon but little Good by all the Preaching I artended upon 
in the Church, of England, altho' a Time of Conviction is a 
Time when the Squl is very attentive; Bur I found reading 
the Sctiptures, and other ow, the Iuſtrument ” 58 
be: | . pirit's 


* 


with my hole Heart, out of the Depth 8 dic 10 cry. unto him. 
1 have 15 
ence, cryin unto. God, confefſin 5. my 
that he might throw me ; u 
Chtiſf s Sake. And whereas 1 bad, 1 90 Aae already ſaid, 
.compos da Form of Prayer for myſelf, o ſooner 215 a the- 


8 paconcern' d in what I read: But now, 15 hov t the Ward 


tha the Commands concerned me. And the Lord did hal 
me to ſee too, that the Promiſes did beloug to me; and hat 


IT" WW » ACCO UNT of .. 8 


Spirit. 8 5 to lead me to Chriſt; ; nt the. Te d prac A 
publick, avail d me nat (that I cah 8 er to d 
Among other Bogks, there was ane of that Revere 28 ' 
y; Man Mr, Brooks, call d Precious Remedies Againſt Satan 1275 1 
ces, which was a great Support to me: I did 185 relor 


to it for Direction, Counſel, and ae AR! 15 hel e 1 
all my Com bates with the World, Ae 

and directed me to CHRIST, "and WY £9 me Nag DT bk 
Help for me in Him. - Many other Books allo Vere e of much 

9 Advantage to me in theſe Nager as Mr. Reach: Mar "with the 
. Dexl;' and Mr. Bunyan's 767855 5 * Progreſs ; With Fveral. More, 
for which I deſite to bleſs Go 


Well, Now I begun to 777 indeed: 1 cry 4d to the Lord 


often upou the Ground with A mente Confei 


y Kos, and ownin 


nto Hell, But beg ing for Mercy for 


Tough. Senſe of my loft Condition, But could cry od 


' without a Form: My Wants ſent me to God: And ib 1 did 
_mavy Times. Kt with the Form, yet my Heart was carried 

out beyond it: So t 

that, for 1 found the Spirit did 

"me what to ask. * 


hat 10 quick! 1 00 there was little. Need of 
elp my Jnftmities, and feach 


Soxe Temptations met withal from Satan to $&)f-Myrder ; 


to call off Duties, and to turn again ro Folly. But the Tord 


1 me againſt them, üp holding nie vith one Word 
f Promiſe or other: Not. ſafferiog| me tc fall, tho! often my 
Feet had ell nigh . hs 
About this Time t th came ich a {Liphe 1 into my; 8001, 


to open my Underſtanding, to underſtand che e chat 


Icoula not but wonder lit. Befote, often read, but all Thing 
were as if they were in Parables'to me, Rome e them 
Bien Moy. the Wark A God was p 3 2 Is | A 
ry and a Lovelinels n it- RN . cet, 
4 Lamborn to my. ce upon La Tad 95902 be 


ſpoke to me: I thought the T breatnings co concern” d me; 


if ] did believe in Chrift, 1 ſhould be juffify'd from all Th hings, 
from Which I could not be juſtify 'd by t the Law of Moſes; A 1. 
thar if I vas regenerated, and born again, I ſhould tg in- 
to. [the W of TO. * cried” ENDL to God, to 
"give 


Prem. Fomp vn '; Cinoerfon. 3 
give me Baith in Chriſt, to lead me to the Rock that was 
nigher than I, to work Regeneration i in my Soul, tocuſt * 
the ſro Holdsof Sin, atid to beſtow upon me his Holy 8p 
lit. God ſpew' d me, that there was no Help ob me i 955 
folf, and chat if ever 1020 ſav'd, it muſt be by: the Lord 150 
Ohriſtz his Merits; and Righteouſneſd. Thal Text was nch 
upon my Heart. He is able to ſatie to the ut termoſt, all that come 
% Got by Him, Heb. vij. 25. I thought, if he vas able to ſave 
all, he was able to/fave me: And that Text 10, | 2s that 
l to me, I evill in no wife caſt ont, Was at it were written up. 
on my Heart. So that 1 found the Lord did help me t6 maki 
a Venture of my Soul upon Chriſt, and by Faith; to ite v4 
Arms open d to receive me. I ſaid, if 1. periſh, 'T'pertſh 
Here will T truſt: Here will I take Shelter: If I die, Fil 
die at the Door of Mercy: If I die, I will die at the Feer of 
Chriſt, where never Sinner died. 

And here 1 found Reſt for my Soul, even in Chriſt: M 
Doubts were reſolv'd,' and my Fears ſcattered. L often KA 
Prayer:came to God with my Eyes full of Tears, and have 
wept bitterly for my Sins againſt him, that I had'ſo.grievoul- 

offended His Divine Majeſty * And have look'd te Chriſt 
1 — as the true Brazen Serpent, and been heal'd. And the 
ſtronger Look of Faith J have had to Chriſt, the more Sorrow 
L have had for Sin. So that Ican truly ſay, I bave* bad Tears 
of Godly Sorrow run down from an Eye of Faith. I have 
come io Prayer with a deje&ed Heart, and gon away with" 
a joyful Countenance. Tlie come to Prayer with my Soul 
bowed down with my iy and have gon away with my Soul 
lifted up with the Sight of God's Free Grace to me in Chriſt. 
And nothing did 1 defire more, than that God would rule i in 
my Heart. I cry d to the Lord; to create in me a dean Heart, 
and to renetv & right Spirit within me:; and to bring every Thou 
into Subjettion to Jeſus Chriſt: And 1 aße up mel 1 To” 
Chriſt," to be for him, and not another.. Ri 

And now I found Sin indeed to die; and: wither at ins 
I found looking to Chrift by Faith, was fore available for "ol 
Ruin oben Bas Promiſes, Reſolutions, and Vows. Nor 
the Lord was pleas d to fill me, a forlorn Wretch, with 


and Peace in believing, with Joy unſpeakable, and full of "i 1 


ry” PA How Have I been bealed u up to Nie Day of Redeiuption !) 

od did ſhew to me the Things that were freely given to 
2 of him; that he had deliyer'd me from going down to the 
Pit, having found a Ranſom for me; that he had made 95 
to me Miſlom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification, and Rade 
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chat Chriſt had carried my Sins into a Land of Forgetfulneſs, 


Where they ſhould be remember d no more. 
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Thus did I walk in the Light of God's Countenance; Joying 
and rejoicing, And the moxe.Joy I attain'd to, the more was 
enabled to caſt, the Bonds of Sin from me, and to break every 
Yoke: So that I found the Joy of the Lord to be my Strength. 

And I was even {wallow'd. up at Limes, to conſider the free 

Grace of God to ſuch a yile Sinner as I; that when I lay in 
my Blood, he ſhould ſay to me, Live; to me who had lain out 
of the Way of Salvation! that ſought not after God! and 
that God e e me Grace, but give me Peace! 
give me to know he had pardoned. me! That Jeſus. Chriſt 

ſhould not only give himſelf to me! but come, and i me 
with, the Kiſſes of his Mouth! and take me into bis Banguerting- 
Houſe] and cauſe his Banner over me to be Lote! O! Jeſus Chriſt. 
was now precious to me: His Perſon was altogether lovely in 

my Eyes; And I often ſaid, in a holy Raviſhment, He is fairer 
than the Children of Men: He is white and ruddy, yea he is altoge- 

tber lovely. And he, by his Spirit, has ſaid to 84 
art all Fair, my Love, there is no Spot in the. 


— 


Theſe Joys and Triumphs of Faith mere not conſtant: Fos 


ſometimes I hung my Harp upon the Willows: And was ready 


to ſay, I ſhall not ſee that Good Land, that Goodly Mountain 
apd Lebanon. I found I was ſometimes in the Mount, and; 


ſometimes in the Valley. But when I, vas beſet with Tem-, 


tations, or with my Corruptions, then did I cry unto the 

ord, and ſhew unto him my Trouble: And he ſooner ot later 
came in to my Comfort, and cauſed me to ſing of his Mercy. 

And thus have I related the Dealings of God with my Soul; 
but would take Notice of one Thing further, which concerns 
the Cirepmſtance of the Time of them; that the Lord began to 
work upp my Heart, ſoon after my Father was led away... / 


Vith the Errots of them, call d the Church of Rome, or elſe, 


as I have ſince thought, it was very likely /L{hguld have been: 
carried away with chofe Errors too, for I was very ſuperſtitious: 
Apd then mapy Carnal Motives might have (way'd, me; And 
truly J look d for nothing bug to be. caſt off, For, embracing 


the Truths of Chriſt, a; neag Relarion being vety oppoſite, 10 


me; But the le: Things availeq not with me; and the Lord 
vas pleas d to ſave me trom-that Gul. 
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IHE ap eite tar Henne, I ole 
upon this Text, Jahn jjj. 16. God loved 
the World, that he gave his Ouly Begotten don; 
that enhoſortvey believeth.gn him might not ge- 
riſh, but haue Everlaſting Life. Here is E- 
verlafting Life promiſed to as many, as 
believe on CHRIST. Now, US 1 
Lil .can ſay, I do Believe ; (Lord. He 

Vuzelief) not only wich a Faith of / = 


— 2 


-mpry'd of myſelf; have ſeen; my on Un worthineſs; .and 
that I have fled to Chriſt, as to the City of Refuge; and aid 
bold upon him, as che Hope wobich 3s ſet before ma, reſting my 
weary aud heavyr laden Soul upon him. But leſt I ſhould, þ 
c:ive myſelf, and think my Faith true when! it is falſe, 1 will 
examine it by the Seripturese): 52 | 


I find it recorded 1 Peter jj. in 8 n Wee e's dos pre- 
dong; (meaning Chriſt.) Here it is laid down as a Token of a 


Aue Believer, that Cbriſt is precious to bim. 1 


hope, I an 
Be that Chtiſt is precious to me; his Petſon is n and 
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li benefits are. Precious tg me: Ne bia rear bave often 
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times ſaid, in an Extaſie of Delight and Love, Ee i is Fairer 


2 vldeen of Mau: ; altogntbar Lonely? He is the:Cheifeft 
e COIL il Had 1 Aud there 

on. Earth re f duſt Thee. | ©, The Sight of Ghtif 

- ing riſt's Bene- 


| 4 7 78 1 
Von other Way of Eſcape 
55 ooh our by Chl 


Wwrou RL do Mer 
1y-priz. Me. 
ar Hearts by Faith? 
T the Heart. 


rified 19 Alte Tore he T have 
in ther = D AL 4 
I find it! e recor ed, Pit. mY 9. Ani be foumd in bim, 


not having mine orm Ri bre fg which is of the Law; bug that 
| which is through the Faith Chrift, the a which is of God 
Fab, From whence 1 gather, 'That this js s the amg of 
everygrue aps 's Heart Kas it us the Framg of FAUL's ) 
to fenounce is-own Ri ig Feouſn in the Point of Juſtifica- 
tion, and to eſteem the ighteouſneſs of Chriſt alone as avail- 
ible in that Matter. Now, thro Grace, I can fay, that Ire. 
hee all my own Righteouſneſs, and coint it but as 1 
chat I'may win-Chriſt ; looking for Jiiſtification at God's Bar 
by the alone Merits and Righteouſneſsof the Lord Jeſas, by 
having my Sins imputed ro Him; and his Righteouſpeſs impu- 
ted to me: And this W of Juſtification. is. glorious i in my 


2e 8. Scent Foidewcs FT haven: 1 ould upon that Bo 2 
Prov. xv jj 5 13. He that covereth his 9 759 * 
Wefſotb and forſaketh them, ſhall 
83 o Merey; to ſuch as confeſs ahd Party their OY 

| , theo Grace, I can'ſay;” that I have made a hearty Con- 
in of my Sins to God, aggravating and nor etenuating of 
them; and thar unt with an Intent to keep them, but to for- 
fake chem; and that I do forſukte my Sins, even my very Roſom- 
Sins; and chat 1 do mobrn over thoſe firſt: 'Rifings of Sin, that 
I can't get rid of; and that I would give # World; if I had it, 
that 1 might Never ſin more: Ican po he that true benitent 
Paid; Pſafm cx 128. J hate every alſe Way. I hate thoſe Sins; WM © 
and 1 ſtriye againſt thoſeSins, and I pray againſt thoſe Sins that 

| Feanner conquer. It is Sin that makes m6 cry outy O Wretebed 
Mair ud 4 an and to nnn N Aſbers + "Te 
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Endeave ning. to walk before God in Ho 
Lacher So that by theſe Thing I conclude Th 
| tho! Grace be weak and rruption ſtrong, I am a New ng 
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1 have New Delights, few C eee New fin wat, 
a New Nature given me. 7 7 de not ja. 


q 
in me, As againſt the Spiri 
an of the Spint al 2 ingot Aly CR Cota Þ 

expgiegs Glee in me L. that e nk under the Burden 


ture; and that hy Conſeguence am in C , apd ſo there is 
ua Condemnation to 2 

WE doe Fourth [5h or Heaven [ LT upon that Ten, 

14. We know an hone ed Crew Death te Life, bec 

298 1 K. Brethren. Now I theo Grace, that I do love 
the 70 ; that Lore tt e God, and the Dilek. 
ples gf Chtiſt, be the Image upon them; fe 
[ love the Poor Saints, 5 Saf as the Rich ; love them mod 
whom I apprehend have moſt Grace; love them that ate not of 
my Opinion in ſmaller Matters: IF 1 loye them not, What 
means my deſiring Communion with Them, more than with 
the whole World, and my . them above their Neigh- 
bours ? 

Theſe Four Evidences have 1 gather'd out of the Scriptures, 
to make clear my Title to Heaven ; and by theſe the Lord 
has given me to ſee, that, it je, Fl good Title I have to the 
Heavenly Kingdom. — Qith Nabe Spirit of GOD would 
more and more give me e of the Inheritance, by 
witneſſing with wy tet! Chiles Cod! and thar 
will take away ne,, LOTS | 5 

And reh my Son 2 Lauſe *, _ — | 
Mercy which chen Hast been made. ee of, in thy Calling Ce 
OG 3. Dartzneß 9990 God's — Li ir "AY — 65 605 | me 
had a Love for ice from Eternity, a0 choſe thee amon _ | 9 
|.le&, and put thy Name in the Book of Life, and prede i AT 
ted thee to the Adoption: of Children: Aan. v))j- 30. Aabtover | 9 
cbhom He aid predeſinats, them be allo called, a s Df Epke. ; . 4, 5. 4 ; 157 1 
cording as be bas choſen #s in him before the Foundation of 15 World, | 
having predeſtinated us unto the Adoption of Children. 

Aud behold alſo, O! my Soul, the Meritorious Cauſe of all 
this Grace of GOD towards thee ; and that is, the Merits and 


Sufferings of the Lord Jeſus, Rom. jjj- 24. Being juſtified freely by in 
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38 Zi Zvidencer for Heaven. 


times ſaid, in an Extaſie of Delight and Love, He is Fairey 


than the Children of Man : He is altogathay Lovely » He is the Cheifeft 
among Ten Thouſand ; Whom. have I in Heaven but Thee? And there 


is none on Earth than | deſire beſides Thee. O! The Sight of Chriſt 
GOD-Man by Faith is a Soul-raviſhing Sight» Chriſt's Bene- 
fits alſo are precious to ne: They muſt. needs be ſo to One 
that is a bnrthen'd Sinner, and knows ng other Way of Eſcape | 
from the Wrath of God The Salyation wrought out by Chriſt 
is my only Hope, and therefore exceedingly priz'd by Me. 

I find it alſo recorded AA xv, g. 1 M Hearts by Faith: | 
Prom whence IT gather, that True * purifies the Heart. 
Now tho' my Heart is not ſo purified as it ought to be, nor as 
I would have it to be, yet it is purified in ſome Comfortable 
Meaſure; and I am weary of Sin, and I mourn that I am pu- 
rified ng N ; and Sin is my greateſt Burtheiy that I have 

I find it like wife recorded, Pbilip. jjj- 9. And be found in him, 
not having mine own Righteouſneſs, which is of the Lau; bug that 
which is through the Faith of Chrift, the Righteouſneſs which is of God 

. by Fatb, From whence I gather, That this js the Frame of 
every true Belicyer's Heart, (as it vas the Frame of FAUL's ) 
to renounce his own Righteouſneſs in the Point of Juſtiftca- 
tion, and to eſteem the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone as avail- 
able in that Matter. Now, thro' Grace, I can ſay, that Ire 
nounce all my own Righteouſneſs, and count it but as Dung, 
that I may win Chriſt; looking for Juſtification at God's Bar 
by the alone Merits and Righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus, by 
having my Sins imputed to Him, and his Righteouſneſs impu- 
ted to me: And this Way of Juſtification is gloridus in my 


Eyes _ | . vole 

e Tis Second Evidence for Heaven I ground upon that Scrip- 
ture, Prove xxvjjj. 13. He that covereth his Sins, ſhall not proſper ; 
but <whoſo' confeſſeth and forſaketh them, ſhall find Mercy. Here 1s a 
premiſe of Mercy, to ſuch as confeſs arid forfake their Sins 
Now, thro' Grace, I can ſay, that I have made a hearty Con- 
feſſeon of my Sins to God, aggravating and not extenuating of 
them; and that not with an Intent to keep them, but to for- 
fake them; and that I do forſake my Sins, even my very Boſom- 
Sins; and that I do mourn over thoſe firſt Riſings of Sin, that 
I can't get rid of; and that I would give a World, if IJ had it, 
that 1 might Never ſin more: I can ſay as that true Penitent 
ſaid, Pſalm cxix. 128. I hate every falſe Way. I hate thoſe Sins 
and I ſtriye againſt thoſe Sins, and I pray againſt thoſe Sins that 
I cannot conquer. It is Sin that makes me cry out, O retobed 
end 4 The 
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He 2 denoes for H | 
The Third Evidence for Heaves 1 ground upon that Text, 
om. vjjj· . There. is no-Condenmation to them that are in Chri if Fe 
ha And to clear up this, | take that Ie 1 Cor. 
v. 19. f ay Man he in Qbriſt, he is a. . Old Things 
are paſſed away, all Things ars hecome New. I can truly fay, that 
i have New Delights, New. Company, New Deſires, and Lhoge 
a New Nature — me. If the New Creature be not form 
in me, What means that! ingof the Fleſh againſt the Tp 
and of the Splat againſt the Fleſh ? and that daily Co 
experience in me 7 that continual Sighing under the Barden 
of Sin, and Endeavonying to walk b 0h — Sed in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs ? So that by theſe Things I conclude, That, 
tho Grace be weak and Corruption fron Iam a New Crea- 
ture; and that by Conſequence Lam in Chil, and lo there is 
uo Condemnation to me. 
The Fourth Evidence for Heaven 1 ground upon that Tex 
i Fobn jj. 14+ We know _ bave A2 Death to Life, — 
:ve love the Brethren. Now I thro' Grace, that I do love 
the Brethren ; that I love t © Children of God, and the Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, becauſe of the Image of God upon them; for 
love the Poor Saints, as well as the Rich; love them moſt, 
hom I apprehend have moſt Grace ; love them that are not of 
my Opinion in ſmaller Matters: If 1 love them not, What 
means my deſiring Communion with Them, more than with 
ihe whole Werld, and my n them above their Neigh- 
bours ? 
Theſe Four Evidences have I gather'd out of the Scriptures, 
o make clear my Title to Heaven; and by theſe the Lord 
has given me to fee, that, it js a good Title I have to the 
Heavenly Kingdom. But ht the Spirit of GOD would 
more and more giy Alt tirance, o of he Inheritance, by 
witneſſing with ny $91 m a C by g er God! and that 
Will take away aH e 
And now O4 my 80 al, behold the Df ſe of all this 
Mercy which thou haſt been made Partaker of Pa in.thy Calling 
out of Darkneſs into ac maärvellous Light, i is, that GOD 
had a Love for thee from Eternity, and choſe thee among the 
{ le&, and put thy Name in the Book of Life, and predeſtina - 
ted thee to the Adoption of Children: Rom. vjjj. 30. Moreover 
om he did predeſtinate, them be alſo called, &c. Apbe. j. 4, 5. Ac- 
cording as he has choſen us in him before the Foundation of the World, 
 baving predeſtinated us unto the Adoption of Children. 
And behold alſo, O! my Soul, the Meritorious Cauſe of all 
this Grace of GOD towards thee ; and that is, the Merits and 


Zufferings of the Lord Jeſus, Rom. JJJ- 24. Being juſtified freely by 
his 
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